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FROM 


Opinion and Science. 


In ſome REMARKS upon a Book lately 2 
Publiſh'd, By the Lord Biſhop of Rapho, _ . 
ENTITULED 8 

A Plain and Eaſy Pethod, whereby a Pan 
of a Moderate Capacity map Arrive at 
full Satisfaction in all Things that cons 


Not ſhutting my Ears again any thing that 
is offered by Others, WHOEVER, they are; 
nor in the leaft endeavourſng to bring my ſel 
to Aſſent to, or Diſſent fem any thing, becauſe 
THIS or THAT Man has ſaid it. CIS 
Bp. of Rapbo's Plain and Eaſy Methodypaage- 


— 


ung 


tern his Everlaſting Salbation. —— 


| Printed for the Bookſellers, 171. 
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Sed 


REMARKS. 


oss fome PARAGRAPHS in a Book, 


ENTITULED 


A Plain and Eaſy Pethod, 8c. 


RES A HAD Thoughts of Conſidering 
at Length, this Treatiſe of the 
| Lord Biſhop of Rapho's, A PLAIN 
+ = Method, for a MODERATE Capa- 
Wit), to ARRIVE at FULL Satisfattion, in ALL 
ings that concern bus Everlaſting $ALV ATION, 
ge. without any Dependance upon the Au- 
ori of the Church, or Regard to Articles 
df Religion; Liturgies, Rites, or Ceremonies; 
Ppinions of Fathers or Caſuiſts; Nay, and 
ithout any ſteadfaſt Belief, or firm unſha+ 
en Aﬀent, even to what we Commonly call 
Articles of Faith: But by ſticking cloſe 
Wo his Own Reaſon and Scripture; And, to 
e Immediate Commands of God Himſelf. 
This is the main Tendency of that whole 
W rack, as any one =_ find, who will be 
2 at 


Cl 


4 
" 


7 


@ 


_ n + 


at the trouble of looking through that Ob- 
ſcure, and abſtracted Manner in which it 
is Wrote. 'T had Thoughts, I ſay, of Con- 
ſidering it at length ; but finding this would 
{well to too great a Bulk, I have, for my 
own and the Reader's Eaſe, Contracted 
that Defign into a few Remarks upon ſome 


of the moſt Material Paragraphs. 


I do not in the leaſt preſume, through 
theſe Remarks, to Gueſs what his Lord- | 
ſhip's Deſign or Intention was in Writing that 
Book; but leave that to remain a Secret 
between God and his own Conſcience , 
*till he is pleaſed to Publiſh it to the World. 
Only I muſt Obſerve, that let the Deſign be 
ever ſo Good, it is here purſued by Evil 
means; that is, by laying down ſuch Po- 


fitions, and eſtabliſhing ſuch Principles, as the 


Reader will find, do ſurprizingly ſtrike at 
the Root and Foundation of all Revealed Re- 
ligion; and tend to the diſſolving the whole | 
Frame and Conſtitution of any Viſible Church | 
upon Earth. | 


Par. IV. F any one ſhall tell me, that it u 


not enough for me to keep God's COMMAND- 


MENTS; | the Great Principle his Lordſhip 
purſues in all Things he publiſheth, ] but 
that in order to my Salvation it 1s neceſſary al- 
ſo, that ] believe thoſe Doctrinal Truths, which 
he bas made known unto us; or Thoſe, at the 
teaſt, which we Commonly call Articles of 
Faith; | Yes truly, this is a grand 7 
| | LION 
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a "OFF 
6 ion againſt his Fundamental Principle, and 
it is what every good Chriſtian would tell 
Shin] I Anſwer, That whatever God bath COM. 
$1 ANDED me to Believe, I am certainly bound 
believe accordingly; and if I do not ſo believe, 
[when I am ſo Commanded] I am juſtly to be 
Puniſhed with Eternal Damnation, But if a Do- 
Wtrine be in itſelf NEV ER ſo True, yet if God has 
% 2ay laid any Command upon me to believe 
, in this Caſe, not to believe is no Sin, for 
Where no Law (or in other Terms, no Command) 
, there is no Tranſpreſſion; that is to ſay, no 
Pin, Rom. 14. 15. nor, conſequently, can this 
my WANT of Belief be any B AR or Ohſtruction 
to my Salvation. | 
But, ſurely if a Chriſtian Doctrine is 
undoubtedly: True, i. e. made known unto us by 
6d Himſelf, doth not the very Truth of the 
Revelation carry in it the force of a Di- 
vine Command? This Paragraph doth ſo 
fully, and without any reſerve, all at once, 
deſtroy every Point of Revelation, for the 
believing of which, there is not beſide that 
WR cvelation a particular Command for the 
believing of it; that I know not what to ſay 
more, than to expreſs my Aſtoniſhment, that 
his Lordſhip ſhould not only maintain this Do- 
Etrine here, but repeat and purſue it yet farther 
in Par. 48. where, having mentioned the un- 
neceſſary Controverſies in the Chriſtian 
World, he Wiſhes it were ſeriouſly laid to Heart, 
that very often the Diſpute is not, What hath 
= God Commanded us to Believe and Do? (which 


Jet 


(6) 
yet is all that is Neceſſary to Salvation,) but 
only, is this particular Doctrine True, or not? 
In the name of Chriſtianity, what then be- 
comes of all the Particulars of Faith, contai- 
ned in the Apoſtles Creed? The — 
of which was hitherto ever thought Neceſ- 
ſary to the Salvation of Chriſtians? And, 
for no other Reaſon, but becauſe' in his 
Lordſhip's own Words, they are Doctrinal 
Truths, made known unto ms by God in the 
Scriptures? And therefore they are called 
by that name of Yeneration and Diſtinction, 
Articles of Faith. The ſum of the Anſwer 
here plainly Imply'd is, That *tis true they 
are * Commonly called Articles of Faith; 


and upon that very miſtaken Notion of the 
Neceſſity of believing of Them in order to 


Salvation: But, tis a vulgar Error, which 
hath prevailed for want of Conſidering, that 
let them be Ever ſo True, and ever ſo plain- 


ly Revealed; yet, if there is not beſides 


that Revelation a plain Command to believe 
Them, ?tis no Sin to disbelieve Them, 5. e. 
to believe Them all to be Falſe. And 


accordingly his Lordſhip Affirms, It is not 
in the Power of any Church Univerſal or Parti- 


eular, to require our Aſſent to Them, as Neceſſa- 
xy to Salvation. F 


' * Obſerye in this Treatiſe, where you meet with 
mention of our Articles of Faith, Commonly called 
ſo is added; which plainly Inſinuates the Common 
Miſtake of the Neceility of believing Them. 

See this to the full Par, 43. Par. 


(7) 


but Par. XXII. If at any time I have ſufficient 
„ i ENCE or Proof of the Truth of a Doctrine 
be- r Propoſition, it is not in my POWER to with- 


„ old my ASSENT from it; and if 1 want ſuch 
of or Evidence, as to me appears to be ſuf- 
tent, it is as IMPOSSIBLE for me to give my 
BSSENT unto it. And again, Par. 40. In ALL 
BEaſes whatſoever, Aſſent or Diſſent is a NECES. 
WARY ACT of the Human Underſtanding. And 
gain, Par. 41. To Aſſent to the Truth of any 


t where I have ſuch Evidence, is ALTOGE- 
kk out of my Power, and conſequently can ne- 
Per be the MATTER of a Divine Command. 

This is the only great Principle of Toland's 
EHRISTIANITY NOT MYSTERIOUS, and that 
*Fhich he all along Applies, to the Under- 
ining all Revealed Religion, and the Myſte- 


ich es of the Goſpel; and if it were true, wou'd 
nat ave had its Effect: But I hope, it is ſuffi- 
2 =Fiently Confuted already, in an Anſwer to 


Hat Book. And therefore among the many 
ngerous and pernicious Abſurdities, with 


nd Hake leave to add here. 

not WWF x. That upon this Principle there could 
i- e no ſuch thing as OPINION, nor could 
a- Where be any other ſort of Knowledge, but 


What of SCIENCE: For where there is ſuf- 
Wicient Evidence for a Propoſition , Tis not in 
our power to withhold your Afſent ; and where 
Wt is not ſufficient, it is impoſſible for you'to give 
em Aſſent at all: Nay, you muſt _ 
|; | | il 


ing without ſufficient Evidence for it, or to Diſ- 


- WS hich this Principle is fraught, I ſhall only 
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| | CSF | 
Diſſent from it; they are both Neceſſary, ab. 
folutely Neceſſary Acts of the Underſtanding, 
So that thus all intermediate Degrees of Pro- 
bability, between a Neceſſary Aſſent, or a Ne 
ceſſary Diſſent, are quite blown away; and a 
Man can never be in the Mrong, or in 
Doubt about any thing, becauſe his Aſſent 
can never alter, but in proportion to the 
clearneſs of the Proof or Evidence. 

2. There can be no ſuch thing as FAITH 
or poſſibility of believing God or Man; Fot, 
if either give you Evidence ſufficient in his 
Lordſhip's Senfe for what they would have 
you believe, your Aſent muſt neceſſarily fol- 
low; and then it is Knowledge, and not Faith, 
But, if the Evidence they give you is not 
ſufficient, then it is neither Faith nor Opinion, 
but down- right Ignozante, 7. e. the want of 
that Knowledge, which is the neceſſary Con- 
ſequence of Evidence. 

3. There can be no ſuch thing as CHRISTI 
AN Faith, or believing the Myſteries of the 
Goſpel; becauſe the nature of Every one 
6f chem is ſuch, that you are not capable 
of any real Conception and true Nea of them, 
as they are in themſelves; and much leſs of 
ſuch Evidence for each of them, as fhall 
make it impoſſible for you not to Aﬀent to 
the Truth of them. Nay, and if you were 
capable of a Real Idea of them, and of fuch 
Evidence as ſhould make it neceſſary for voi 
to Aſſent to the Truth of them; that Alen 
would be Knouleuge, and not Faith, * all 

ent 


4 (9) * 
Aſſent of the Mind to the Truth of any 


ing WT Propoſition, be altogether out of our own 
Fro- 8 Power, without ſuch Evidence as ſhall make 
Ne- Sit Neceſſary; is any thing plainer than, that 
d A we can give that Aſſent to nothing, even up- 
mn on the Word or Teſtimony of GOD? 
lent , I ſhall make all this plain by an Inſtance 


in one Cbriſtian Doctrine, or Provoſition, VIZ, 
hat in Phil. 3. 21. That Our vile Body ſhall 
| be changed into the likeneſs of Chrifi'ꝰs Glorious 


For, o. If we had a True Conception of that 
hi Change, and ſuch Evidence for its being wrought 
ave zn us at the laſt Day, as ſhould make our Aſ- 
fol- ent Neceſſary, and put it intirely out of our 


power to Diſſent; then that Aſſent of ours 


not w ouꝰd be ſtrictly Knowlege, or Science. 
1%, I I had ſome faint Notion of that Change, 
t ot end ſuch Proof or Evidence for the Truth of 
on- it, as would not make the Aﬀent of my 


ind to it Neceſſary, then this would be 
Pdinion only; and it would have More or Leß 
of the nature of Knowlege or Science in it; as 
the [Jes I had of that Change, and the 
TY A I had for it were more or leſs per- 
But, if I have not the leaſt Idea or Con- 
ception of what that Change will be; and 
conſequently am not capable of the leaſt de- 
gree of Evidence for the Truth of this parti- 
cular Doctrine, or Propoſition; and that I 

give a firm and hearty Aſſent to it; not upon 
the account of any Proof or Evidence of the 
truth of the Thing * elf; much leſs ſuch 


Evidence 
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Evidence as ſhall make my Aſſent Neceſſary 


But, becauſe I have ſufficient Proof of its 
being Revealed by God; Then it is truly 
and properly Chriſtian Faith, According to that 
ſhort and wonderful Definition of it in Heb. 
II. I. That it is The Evidence of Things not 
ſeen ; which fully expreſſeth the Two Ingre- 
dients of our Chriſtian Faith : Namely, That 
it is Firſt, a giving our Aſſent to things intire- 
ly out of the reach of all our diſcerning Fa- 
culties; and to Particulars, for which we 
can therefore have no Proof or Evidence, even 
of their very Being. And, Secondly , That 
it is not however a Blind, Precarions, or Irra- 


tional Aﬀent, bur upon ſufficient Evidence of 


their being Revealed by God. So that my 
Aſſent is not founded upon any Proof of the 
Doctrine, or Propoſition it ſelf; but upon 
the Teſtimony or Word of God. 
I muſt not omit here, what ſhews the yet 
more exceeding Rzſhmeſs, and deſtructive Na- 
ture of that Pin of his Lordſhip's; and 
that is, ThatEYen that Proof and Evidence we 
have of a Doctrine or Propoſition being 
Revealed by God, tho? it is in it ſelf ſuffici- 
ent to gain, and even require our Aﬀent to 
it; Nay, and without a Command over and 
above tor the belief of it, upon pain of Dam- 
nation: Yet it is not ſuch as leaves it Our of 
our Power to Withhold our Aſſent fpom it; As 
witneſs thoſe Fews, who heard our Saviour" 
Dectrine, and ſaw his Miracles; and yet at- 
tributed Them to Bee/zebaub, As witneſs thoſe 
. | who 
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(-11.): | 
vo have been Once Enlightned, who have 
its Tagged the good Word of God, and the Powers 
uly WR of the World to come; i. e. have had all the 
hat Proof or Evidence that hath been ſuffici- 
ent for their Aſſent to the Truths of Chri- 
ſtianity, and have actually given their Aſſent 
to Them; and yet have withdrawn that Aſſent 


hat in ſpight of it, and Fallen away from Them. 
re- WE Whereas nothing is plainer than that upon 
Fa- his Lordſhip? Principle, there could be no 


ſuch thing as an Apoſtate from Chriſtjanity. 
Nay, God hath in great Wiſdom contrived 
tnat Evidence or Teſtimony of the Myſteries 


of the Goſpel, being Revealed by Him, which 
of is the ſole Foundation of our 4ſſent to, or 
my aeliq of thoſe Divine Doctrines or Propo- 
the ſitions, that it ſhould not leave it out of the 
on Power of Men to Withbold their Aſſent; or 


even to Withdraw it after they have given it: 
yet That the Faith of Chriſt and his Goſpel 
[as might depend more upon the Heart than the 
nd Mead; and that In ſceing, wicked and ill-diſpo- 


we Hed Men Might not ſee ; and that In hearing, they 
ng, gb no; underſtand. That thoſe of grea- 
ci-teſt Reach of Underſtanding and Learning, who 
ro require ſuch an Evidence, as his Lordſhip In- 


ſiſts on, might after the cloſeſt Application 
and Search for it, remain Infide]s ; And that, 


m- 
Fan the contrary, thoſe who had neither Lei- 
As ſure or Capacity to Weigh and Conſider all 
the Evidences of Chriſtianity, might hawe- 


at. ver, from the Humility and Sincerity of their 
Sl Hearts, Believe and be Saved. | 


The 


. 
The reaſon of which is, becauſe in the 
Aſſent ve give to a Divine Doctrine or Propo- 
ſition, we are to be Determin'd not by ſuch 
inſuperable Evidence, but by the higheſt 
Probability on one ſide or the other; and to 
fix that Aſſent to what appears to have the 
greateſt Degrees of it. We are to be Con- 
cluded by what is in it ſelf moſt Reaſonable; 
we are to weigh the Evidences on both ſides 
of the Doctrine or Propoſition, and cloſe 
with that which ought to Preponderate. And 
as this is a ſufficient Foundation for our Faith 
of that Doctrine or Propoſition, J have Inſtan- 
ced in; ſo it leaves our Aſent properly Faith, 
without deſtroying the Worth and Excellen- 
cy, not to ſay the very Nature of Faith, by 
reſolving it wholly into Knowlege : Which, 
ſuch an Evidence as his Lordſhip inſiſts on 
would do; Nay, tho' we had it not for the 
Doctrine or Propoſition it ſelf, but even as 
a Teſtimony of its coming from God. And 
this is the very Reaſon of that Saying of 
our Saviour's to Thomas, Fobn 22.29. Bleſſed are 
they that have not Seen , and yet have Believed, 
2, e. They who require no ſuch Senſible, or 
Demenſtrative Evidence as you have had for 
the belief of my Reſurrection : But, by re- 
moving thoſe obſtinate Prejudices you were 
under, can yield their Aſent to it, and be- 
lieve it firmly upon ſuch Rational Evidence, 
as ſhall not amount to a Senſible, or a De- 
monſtrative Proof. IT 7+ eo 


(13) | 
My Reader, who very innocently hitherto 
ook Faith to be an Aſſent of bs Mind to a Di- 
ine Doctrine or Propoſition, not upon ſuch Evi- 
Wence as ſhould make him believe whether he 
Would or no; but upon the Teſtimony of 
od, can't but be amazed what is now be- 
Some of our Faith of the Myſteries of the 
goſpel, and what it will turn to before we 
ve done, ſince it is no longer Belief or 
ent. 
par. XL, XLI. After the Chriſtian Faith 
f the My/eries of the Goſpel had been 
us Made away, and lay dead and buried 
Herr Nineteen Paragraphs together; here at 
BStngth, inſtead of meeting it raiſed to Life 
ain, we are ſurprized with a meer Appari- 
„„ only, and ſcarce a Shadow of it. His 
ordſhip 1s very poſitive, that The Faith, or 
elief required by the Goſpel is nothing but CON. 
F/DERATION, or a Diſpoſition of Mind to 
ZEonſider impartially. Since then, the Man of 
Moderate Capacity is ſo far enlightned, as to 
now, what I am confident he never knew 
Pefore, Viz. That Faith is nothing elſe but 
eonſideration; and that Conſideration is Faith; it 
Woncerns him not a little to know what fort 
f Conſideration this is. His Lordſhip ex- 
Plains it thus, Tus the Conſideration of ſuch: Evi- 
Pence as ts offer'd me, and the diligent Application 
bf my ſelf to ſuch Conſideration And upon 
be Suppoſition of ſuch a Diſpoſition and Applicati- 
, Afent to a Truth, for which ſuch Evidence i 
ered, muif of Neceſſity follow, So then, the 
S een 35 eee 


(14) 
whole Order and Analogy of our Chriſtian 
Faith in his Lordſhip's Senſe is thus. 

Firſt, God reveals to us a Chriſtian Doctrine 
or Propofition . There is nothing ſo plain as an 
Inſtance; let it be the ſame we had before; 
namely, That Our wile Body ſhall be changed 
into the Likeneſs, of Cbriſt's Glorious Body. 

Secondly, He gives you ſuch Evidence of 
the Truth of that Propoſition, that when 
-_ conſider it impartially, it will be impoſſi- 

e for you to withhold your Aſſent from it. 
Par. 22. 

Thirdly, God muſt give you a plain par- 
ticular Command, to conſider the Evidence 
he gives you for that Propoſition, Par. 4. 

Fourthly, There muſt be a Diſpoſition for 
the Conſideration of that Evidence, and now 
we are come to Faith, This Conſideration of 
the Evidence given, is the whole, intire, a- 
dequate Notion of our Faith of any Chriſti- 
an Myſtery. 

Fifthly, When that Evidence is ſo con- 
ſider*d, then your Aſſent to it follows by a 
fatal, Neceſlary Conſequence; and now we 
have left Faith Behind, which vaniſheth all 
at once, and gives Place to Knowlege, or Sci- 
ence. So that now we believe that Propoſition 
no longer, i. e. In his Lordſhip's Stile, we 
leave off conſidering of it, and do at laſt 
give ſuch an Aſſent to the Truth of it, as 
is not in our Power to withhold ; which is 
built upon Almighty Invincible Evidence, 
and extorts that Aſſent from us, whether 
we will or no. No 
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(1f) 
Now in this Gradation and Scheme of Faith, 
which is moſt exactly his Lordſhip's, not one 
of thoſe five Articles have any Truth in them 
but the firſt, Viz. That God hath reveald 
that Divine Doctrine, or Propoſition to us. For 
the Truth of the Matter is thus. We are not 
capable of the leaſt Proof or Evidence of the 
Truth of that Propoſition; much leſs of ſuch 
Evidence of the Truth of it, as ſhall Leave it 
ont of our Power to withhold our Aſſ?nt. Nor 
can we conſider ſuch Proof as we are no way 
capable of; all the Proof or Evidence we can 
have of it is, that it is reveaPd by God. 
Nor have we any Evidence even of this, 
which ſhall take away from us the Power of 
E@Ewithholding our Aſſent: But ſuch Proof and 
Evidence only as is ſufficient to convince eve- 
ry reaſonable and unprejudiced Perſon, and 
& ſhall leave him utterly without Excuſe when 
he comes to be Tryed for his Infidelity, if 
he doth not give his Aﬀent to it. So that, 
God be praiſed, inſtead of being ſo Perplexed 
and Intricate, the Faith of this Propoſition is a 
Plain and Eaſ) Thing, Viz. Tisthe giving our 
Aſſent to the Truth of a Thing we have no 
Conception or Idea of, and therefore are now 
capable of no Proof or Evidence of it ; and 
this becauſe it is reveaPd by God; And be- 
cauſe we have ſuch Proof of its coming from 
Him, as tho? it doth not amount to Mathema- 
| tical Demonſtration, or Senſible Evidence, which 
extorts our Aſſent; yet it is abundantly ſuffi- 
Cient to Convince the Judgments of all wh 
ple 


(16) 

ple; who have Opportunities of receiving it, 
and to work a Firm and Conſtant Aſſent in all 
who will be at the Trouble, and are capable 
of weighing and conſidering it. Nay, and if 
they have not a Capacity or Learning to ſee and 
feel the utmoſt Strength and Force of that 
Proof and Evidence; yet if they ſee enough to 
incline them to a ſincere and hearty Aſſent to 
the Truths of the Goſpel, as coming from God, 
it may be however a very acceptable and ex- 
cellent Faith. 
In the Cloſe of Paragraph XLI. His 
Lordſhip explains all this by a Similitude, 
which puts this Fundamental Opinion of his 
paſt all Colour or Evaſion. It V in my Power 
either to ſhut my Eyes, or to keep them open, and 
to turn them to or from an Object: But ſuppoſing my 
Eyes to be open, and otherwiſe ſufficiently well di- 
ſpoſed, and no Obſtruction to be in the way, to ſee 
or not to ſee a proper Object in a good Light, and 
at a competent Diſtance before them, is not a Thing 
of Choice, but of abſolute and unavoidable Neceſſi- 
ty. The Application his Lordſhip ſays is very 
eaſy; and ſo it is very eaſy and obvious upon 
the Principle laid down by him. And fince 
it is left to his Readers, let us then apply it 
to the ſame. Doctrine or Propoſition we 
made uſe of before. Our vile Body ſhall be 
changed into the Likeneſs of Chriſtès Glorious Body. 

Then, as a Viſible Subſtance is the Proper 
Object of our Sight, ſo this future Change 5 
a proper Object of our Underſtanding. 


A 


699 | 

As the Eye at one Look takes in the Real 
Similitude of a Man; ſo the Mind hath 4 
Direct and Intellectual View of that Glorious 
Change. ; | ; 
= As a Man who turns his Face to an hu- 

man Body and Opens his Eyes, cannot help 
ſeeing it; ſo the Mind of Man when it ap- 
plys it ſelf to the Proof or Evidence God hath 
given us of that Propoſition, it is no lon- 
ger in its Power to withhold its Aﬀent to 
the Truth of it. | 
= As God can't command you to See an 
Object when your Back is towards it, nor to 
give any Credit even to its very Being till 

Fou ſee it; but may command you to open 
your Eyes and look towards it, and then 
= you will give Credit to it in Spice of your 
” 7 Teeth : So he can't command you to give 

your Aſſent to the Truth of this Doctrine of a 
V7 tuture Change; But he may Command you 
co Conſider the Evidence he gives you for 
= that Change; and unleſs the Eyes of your 
Underſtanding are ſtone blind, you will then 
as neceſſarily give your Aſſent to the Truth 
of it, as you do to the Being of an Object 
you look upon. | | : 

Laſtly, which is the Conftant uſe made of 
this great Principle by all the Enemies of 
Revelation; As a Man can See nothing but a 


Viſible Subſtance, which is the proper Object 
of Sight; and can have no Perception at all, 
directly or indirectly of any thing beſide; 
und conſequently * quickeſt. — 
0 


(18) 
of that Organ, can never be lead into the 
Knowlege or Belief of an Inviſible Object: 


So He can never give his Aſſent to the Truth i 
of that future Change, or any other Miſter x 
of the Goſpel, farther than it is the proper 


Object of our Intellectual Faculties; and than 
the Mind hath ſuch Vreſiſtible Evidence for 
the Truth of that Doctrine, or any other, 
as ſhall put it out of its Power to Aſſent to it. 

You ſee how this Grand Principle of the 
Atheiſts, Deiſts, and Freethinkers of all kinds; 
which they wind and turn into many ſhapes; 
and, which is at the bottom of all their So- 
phiſtry, is not only Aﬀerted in expreſs 
Terms, but fully Explained and Eſtabliſhed. 


Whereas after all, our Chriſtian Faith, which 


is thus Perplex'd and Diſturbed, not to fay 
Deſtroyed with Notion and Nicity, is a plain 
thing; and is Thus in ſhort. 9 

The Mind hath no more to do with any Real 


Idea, or Perception of that Change, as it is in it 


ſelf; or with any ſuch irreſiſtible Evidence for 1 


the Truth and Reality of it, than a Blind Man 


hath to do with Light and Colours. The Body of a 


Man is the Object only of SENSE, Whether 


there will be a Change of that Body which we 
cannot now perceive, or in this Life have any 
ſuch Idea or Evidence of as the Eye hath of a 
viſible Subſtance is the Object of our REASON; 
But the Real True Nature of that Change, 
and ſuch Evidence as will ariſe from an a- 
ctual Perception of it, is the Object of nei- 
ther Senſe nor Reaſon, but of FAITH alone. 


And 


(19) 
And that Fanb is our Actual Aﬀent to the 
Truth of that Doctrine, only upon the Teſti- 
nony or Word of God; And that Teſtimony 
ve now have of its coming from him, is nei 
ther Demonſtration, nor Senſible Evidence, ſuch 
Jas puts it out of our power to withhold our 
Aſſent; but ſuch as is abundantly ſufficient to 
Convince all conſidering and unprejudic*d 
W Perſons : So that if they have not Faith, i. e. 
Do not give their 4ſent to the Truth of that 
Doctrine or Propoſition, the Damnation threat- 
ned to the Want of that Faith or Aſſent will 
= juſtly be chargeable upon themſelves. 

== There being ſo little Foundation in Religi- 
on or Reaſon for this great Principle of his 
=X Lordſhip's, it was very hard for him not to 
fall into many expreſs ContradiCtions and In- 
cConſiſtencies. Such as theſe in hisown Words. 


eV ow © UW F we woe D © ih AY _ bu 9 ww anili act % 


3 Faith # a Thing mot] And yet, My Aſſent 
| certainly commanded by to the Truth of any thing, 
God. par. 22. can never be the Matter 
1 F 4 Divine Command. 


par. 41. 


Faith s when my] Faith or Belief which 
Aſſent 1s grounded Pure- is Commanded by God, 
ly and Only on the Teſti-|is nothing elſe but Con- 
mon) of another. par. |(ideration or Application 
40. i. e. Without any [of the Mind to Evidence. 
Evidence of the Truth [par. 40, 41. i. e. Such 
of what he relates. | as ill put it out of your 
E | Power to Diſſent. par. 22. 

Ang 


Aſſent may in common 
1 3 of Speech, be call d 


. 


Faith or Belief u «| 


Duty Commanded and re- 
quired by God. par. 40. 


The Authority or Te- 
ſtimony of God 1 Evi- 
dence beyond Exception, 
for the Truth of any Dv- 
Grine. Preface. | 
The Mrd or Teſti- 
mony of Another for 
the Truth of a Propo- 
ſition, was ever diſtin- 
guiſhed from Proof 
or Evidence for it: And 
there is a great Dif- 
ference between Evi- 
dence for the Truth of 
the Propoſition it Self; 
and Evidetice of its 
coming from any 
Perſon Human or Di- 
vine. But here Te. 


fimony is Evidence, 


1 
Eben the very AR of | 


| 


| 


And yet, Tb give 
my Aſſent to any DO. 
CTRINE, cannot be the 
Subject Matter of any 
Command of God. par. 
22. 

N 


And yet, In ALE 
CASES © WHATSO E. 
VER Aſſent or Diſſent 
# n neceſſary Act of tb: 
Human Underſtanding. © 
par. 40. 2 


Par. 41. And yet, 
| Wherever God hath gi- 
ven int fufficient Evi- 
Here of any Truth, if 1 
do not give my Aſſent 
umo it; Iam certainly "4a 
guilty of a Sin. b 
| 0 


And again, par. 42. 
When I have ſufficient E- 
vidence of any Truth, 1 
muft ax mnnavvidably 
give my Aſſent n»to it, 
2 Trannot but fee an Ob- 
ject of Sight, that in « 
clear open Light * pla- 
red before me, within a 
due Diſtancr, hen ] 
Eyes are open and turned 


5 
. 


- 
U 
4 


towards it. So 


{| 6 TY 
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(21) 


nd Evidence is Tefti- 


o 
Fs. 
9 


Pref. 7 if + Min vom 
* of bs 
bw ns N miſtalen in rhoſe| A 


Thing: which according 


þ the Nuor of the Go- 


%, we niceſſaty ro vat 


4 
Reward which God bin 


Ireynald Sal uarion, He | forms 
have nd Title 55 ther 


tn5ſed vnly to true Be- 


Pievers. 


* 
— 4 


So then, the Word 
of God is Evidence 
for any Truth, or 
Doctrine: And yet 
God muſt give you E- 
vidence for the Truth 

of that very Doctrine, 
or Propoſition it ſelf; 
Nay, ſuch as ſhall a- 


mount even to De- 


monſtration, or ſen- 
ſible Evidence, or you 
can never give your 
Aſſent to it. 


And yet, Par. 43. 
If you cannot give your 
A ent to theſe Truths or 
Dofrines [of the 2 
— 1 und art for 
— eu 
Mum try and 


— 
8 
Aownyce Gol Who * 


re Senreher of Hurry, 


will make for your want 


| of Capacity or Evidence, 


1 what he himſelf alone 
1 able to determine. 
Pray who was it 


| that ſaid juſt now, 


That ſach an ohe Can 


| have nd Tk eo the 


Reward 


(22) : 
Reward promiſed Oni 
to true Believers: Ml 
Then ſure a Church 
| Univerſal or Particular 
| may Declare the Be. 
lief of thoſe Truths 
or Doctrines, which 
are agreeable to thei 
| Tenor of the Goſpel, 
neceſſary to that Re- 
ward, which is Eter-W 
nal Salvation. What 
can be the Deſign of 
taking ſo much Pain; 
toſhew Men that they 
| may attain Eternal 

Salvation, without 
having any Titleto it? 


Fbere are DEGREES| And yet, Par. 22. 
F Aſſent with Reſpect If I want ſuch Evidence 
to the Truth of a Do. of theTruth of a Doctrine: 
ctrine, in Proportion to] or Propoſition, as ſbal 
the Degrees both of Ap- put it out of my Power- 
prehenſion and PROOF,| to withhold my Aſſent 
Par. 46. from it, it is impoſblel 
| for me to give my Aſſen 
unto it. What is come 

of the Degrees in Re- 
ſpect of the P ROOF: 


Credfaſtneſt of Belief [| i. e. Faith is not 4 
th not confiſs in the] believing: the Truth $ 


— 3 12 2 
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uy : yy rengt b of that Spe. 
5) lative Alſſent which 
ch Man gives to any Do- 
| 6 Frine. But altogether | 
3 4 Firmneß of Purpoſe 
leading his Life in 
WE onformity to it. par. 47. 
4 


| 
He may DOUBT in 
Peculation, and yet he 
6 be a fedfaft Belie- 
er, and bold faft the 


tl 

ft . rofe * of av . 

1; Without Wa vering. par. 

al 

I. a is 
XV True ſaving Faith is 


Wot to be meaſured by its 
Pitrinſick Firmneß, but 


2.6 

e ALTOGETHER, by 
os Fruitfulnef in Holy 
Ve ſires and good Works. 


2 Jars 47. 


The Aſſent which 


( 23) 


— 


of the Doctrines and 
Myſteries of the Go- 
ſpel, but living a 
good Life; i. e. Living 
in Conformity to what 
a Man doth not Sted- 
faſtly believe. 


I cart put this Con- 
tradiction in a more 
glaring Light; Open 
your Eyes and turn 
towards it, and with- 
hold your Admirati- 
on, if it be in your 
Power. 


ALTOGETHER! 

Then Intrinſick Faith 
is a very fruitleſs, in- 
ſignificant thing. But 
is not the Intrinſick 
Firmneſs the Cauſe of 
holy Deſires, and In- 
citement to good 
Works? And doth not 
Fruitfulneſs increaſe 
or decreaſe in Propor- 
tion to the Intrinſick 
Firmneſs of our Faith? 


And yet, There is 


An give to the Truth 
1 


no Ground of Aſſent 
10 


; 
fy 
is 
$ 
+ 
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(44) 


of any Doctriuss or Pro- 


e from the diffe- 
Grounds or Evi- 


- car pan which it is 
ene takes unto it ſelf 
three different Denomi- 
nations, VIZ. Know- 
ledge or Science; Opinion; 


Belief or Faith, Par. 
40. 


mn 


n 


— 


| 


to any Doctrine whats 
ſoever but Evidence; 
and ſuch Evidence as 
ſhall leave it out off 
your Power to with- 
hold that Aſſent, Par. 
22. 40, 41, Oc. which 
is Science. What 18 
become of -Qpinion, 
and Faith ? | 
I wiſh his Lordſhip 
wou'd range the Do- 
ctrines and Nena 
of the Goſpel under 
theſe three Heads; 
Science , Dpinion,? ; 
Faith: That ſo 2 
Man of moderate Ca · 
pacity might be able 
to diſtinguiſh which 
of them are ſtricti 
Science, which he iÿ 
to have ſome Opinin 
of, and which require. 
his Faith? For till now! 
tis Iike he imagined 
he was to give hf 
Aſſent to them all 2 
equally true, and alik® 
founded upon the ſame 
Divine Teſtimony. | 
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= ben ine of a mean 
1 Capacity conſiders the 
5 * 1101 OBFECTE- 
WD NS that have been 
"= gde again this Do- 
Y Trine of the Reſurrect 1 
7, par. 47. 


"8 He finding the Argu- 
1 ent, for a Reſurrecti- 
to have a greater In- 

Pience upon him; than 
e OBFECTIONS 
| hich are brought againſt 

=, hs Aſſent inclines 


at way, par. 47; 
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- 
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2 


Objections! againſt 
what? Againſt ſuch 
Evidence for the 
Truth of it, as ſhall 
put it out of his Pow- 
er to withhold his 
Aﬀent. It wou'd be 
pleaſant enough, to 
hear a Sett of Obje- 
ctions raiſed againſt 
Two and Two ma— 
king Four. 


Inclines only! where 
is the Almighty Irre- 
ſiſtible Evidence con- 
tended for all along? 
And which ſhould 
make him believe that 
Doctrine whether he 
would or no? If his 
Lordſhip ſays, this is 
not for a Man of a 
Moderate Capacity; let 
itbe then for a Man of 
Great Capacity, Then 
ſay I, the former hath 
a great Advantage of 
the latter, being ca- 
pable of Faith; where- 
as a Great Capacity is 


- pableonly of Science: 


D There 


(26) 
| There is as little 
Uſe of Arguments as 


Objections upon his 
Lordſhip*s great Prin- 


| 


very 


Myſtery, which ſhall 


ciple; except that one 
Demonſtration for e- 


Doctrine and 


make it undeniable, 


My Aﬀent may be 
grounded purely and only 
upon the Teſtimony of a- 
other, par. 40. 


þ 


It is beyond the Po- 
er of Human Under ſtan- 
ding, to conceive this 
Myſtery, Viz. Of the 
Trinity, par. 398. 


* 


Whether there be any 
thine in Chriſtianity, | 
whith may properly be 
called a Myſtery, nccor- | 


betore the Light of ir- 


| ceive,upon theſe Prin- 


be any ſuch thing as 
Myſtery in Chrittia- 


as that Two and Two 
make Four. 


And yet all along 
you mult bow only 


reſiſtible EVIDENCE * | 


par. 22. 405 41, 425 5 | 
CC. | | 

Mi 
It is beyond the 
Power of Human Un- 
derſtanding to con- 


* 
1 
- ——_= 
. 
4 
* 
d 


ciples, how there can 


* 


nity. 


That Myſtery hath MW 
not the ſame Signifi- 
cation in the New Te- 
ſtament whichſpeaks of 
the Myſteries of the King- 


ding to the Genuine Mea- 


dom 


(27) 


ning of that Termy to me 
ſeems to be no more but a 


| Content ion about a ORD, 
A which the Apoſtle ex- 
bpreſiyj forbids, 2 Tim. 


2. 14. Strive not about 
Words. And therefore 1 
ave avoided both in my 
Bool and Appendix, ſo 
uch as to mention the 
rd MYSTERY, about 
RB» hich ſo great a NOISE 
bas of late been made. 
For the Reaſon of 
this, his Lordſhip re- 
ers you to Part 3. Sect. 
1. of the Book, 
pamely, Becauſe Re- 
igion doth not conſiſt in 
Terms - of Art, or 
FF ozms of Expreſſion. 


| 4 ' Appen. to Gent. Rel] 


IS 
2 


| 500; 95. 1p 
I more ſtrictly is this in- 


| 4om of God; which it 
hath in Heathen Au- 
thors, who ſpeak of 
the Kingdom of the De- 
vil, is eaſily. granted. 
But St. Paul, who 
ſpeaks very Properly, 
| tells us in the moſt Ge- 
nuine Meaningof that 
Term | not of Att, but 
of Divine Wiſdom 
and Grace,] 1 Cor. 
| IF. FI. Behold I ſhew 
jou a Mypery, we ſhall 
| alt be changed. There- 
foxe to maintain this 
to be a Myſtery, both 
the ¶ord and the Thing, 
is the indiſpenſab 
Duty of a Christian, 
thoꝰ it may be no Part 
of a Gentleman's Re- 
but much 


cumbent upon One 


whois a Steward of the 


Myſteries of God. 


= Thus you ſee you may Believe a Chriſtian 
Doctrine, and yet not give your Aſent toit; 
ou may give your Afeut to a Chriſtian Do- 
Krine, and yet not believe it. And that to 
Diſſent from a Chriſtian Doctrine Caunat be a 
Sin; but to Nicbelieve it May he a Sin, 


Par. 


(28) 

Par. XLII. This following 42d Paragraph 
ſhews the main Scope of all this Nicety. If 
from all ſuch Truths as I thus come to the Knowlege 
of, i. e. By ſuch Evidence as is equal to, or 
exceeds that of the Senſe Tomi, I impar- 
tially infer all the Commands of God, or Rules f 
Duty that I can find to follow from them, and with Wl 
my utmoft Diligence and Sincerity, do conſtan:ly 
conform my Practice thereunto, ] hade then done 
| 


all that in this Caſe Iyes within my Power, and 
conſequently all that God can be ſuppoſed to require 
from me: For giving my Aſſent to any of 
his Doctrines Or Myſteries, is entirely out of my 
Power, and God cannot be ſuppoſed to re- 
quire it from me. Yes, there it is; the Drift of 
all this Treatiſe, and of almoſt all his Lord- 
ſhip hath publiſhed of late, is to reſolve all 
Duty into the plain and expreſs Commands of RF 
God himſelf ; inſomuch that If a Doctrine be in 
itſelf never ſo true, and plainly revealed; yet it 
God hath not over and above laid a Command 

on me to believe it, it is no Sin to disbelieve it ; 
And yet if God had laid an Hundred Com- 
mands upon me, I cannot give my Aſſent to 
it, till I find ſuch Evidence as ſhall Put it out 
of my Power to withhold that Aſſent. = 


Par. XXIV, XXV, XXVI. Intheſe three 
Paragraphs his Lordſhip dilates upon the N N 
Manner of our conceiving God, and the Things 
of Another World ; namely by Analogy, which 
he applys particularly to the Trinity of Per- 
ſons in the Godhead. - Here his Lordſhip re- 
fers to a Sermon Preached by his 9 — | 
STE” M6 EY i wg " : | | Or 


8 

, : a. 
3 
* 


(29) 
ord Archbiſhop of Dublin, Entitled, Divine 
Predeſtination and Fore-knowledge conſiſtent with 


be Freedom of Man's Wil; wherein he ſays, 


Grace teaches, That Wiſdom, Foreſight, Un- 
- Wer a11ding, are Things of Another Kind in God, 


[ 
| 


ban what they are in Man. And his Lordſhip 
Wimſelf here teaches, that The Foundation of 
is Analog) is not Internallp, but in a Simili- 
de ly of Out ward Effects. Upon which 

ſhall only make this ſhort Remark at pre- 


Ment, That both their Opinions are equally 


Erroneous, and intirely deſtructive of all 
RNevealꝰd Religion; and that by a direct and 
Immediate Conſequence of their falling in 
Poicth the Socinians, and turning our whole 
hriſtianity into Figure and Petaphoz. In- 


2 r 2 4 — 


much that thoſe Performances, eſpecially 
hat of his Grace's, have given great Offence; 
nd have not only adminiſtred ſuch Occaſion of 
Cavil and Objection againſt our Chriſtian 
ſyſkeries, as will not eaſily be removed; but 
Pave ſtrangely prejudiced the World againſt 
hat True and Proper Notion of Analogy, 
from the right Stating and Apprehenſion of 
rhich alone, the whole Socinian Hypotheſis 
Ws to be quite Overthrown. 
= I think there is juſt Cauſe of Complaint 
here, not that his Grace and his Lordſhip 
have taken no Notice of a certain Anſwer to 
= Book Entitled, Chriſf;anity not Myſterions, 
rho' publiſhed ſome Years before either that 
Vermon, or the Plain Method, &c. and where- 
in they found that Analogy explain'd at 1 
A „ an 


8 630 

and apply'd to our Chriſtian Myſteries, par: 
ticularly to the Doctrine of the Trinity, and E. 
ternal Generation of the Son; Not, I ſay, that 
they have not thought fit to make the leaſt 
mention of the Author: But for ſomething i 
of greater Conſequence, namely, Becauſe 
they have haſtily taken!up one half only of a Ml 
Notion, and publiſhed it to the World abor- 
tive and unformed, and after a Crude and 
Undigeſted Manner. I mean by their inſiſt- 
ing all upon that Figure only and Petaphoz, 
which runs thro' our thinking and ſpeaking Wk 
of Gad and the Myſteries of the Goſpel, with- 
out ſetting out the true Bounds and Limits of 
Human Underſtanding; or making any Proviti- 
on for the Reality and true Foundation of that 
Analogy in the Nature both of 60 and 
MAN: Of which I give no more than this 
ſhort and obſcure Hint in this Place, leaſt 
peradventure the World may be amuſed with 
this Notion likewiſe Surprizingly M:/taken and 
Miſapply d. 7 


I his Lordſhip after all this, ſhou'd fay, | 
that by Evidence he means only Evidence oi 
the Doctrine or Propofition coming from 
God, and being revealed by him. I anfwer, 
That this is a very good Meaning; and then 
he is only to be blamed for meaning one 
thing Himſelf, and leaving his Readers to mean 
quite theContrary. The Reader meets with 
nothing but Proof and Evidence for the 
Truth ef the Doctrine or Propoſition ir fe; 

and that God muſt give him ſuch Proof and 

5 PA | Evidence 


1 


( 
| 
| 
| 


(3r') | 
Evidence for it, as ſhall put it out of his 
Power to Withbold bis Alſent: But now after 
he Book is printed and publiſhed in England 
ad Irand, tis pleaſant that the Biſhop, or 
ny one for him, ſhowd declare He Means 
othing of What is ſaid, but quite Another 
Thing, as different from it as Ligbt from 
WarkneS. Tis plain that if this be ever fo 
frue, we can have no more than his Lord- 
ips own Word for it; and if it be granted, 
ll that can be ee by it is, that it ren- 
eers that Treatiſe and the Author, very In- 
Honſiſtent; and puts him under a Neceſſity 
f diſclaiming the Book, if he reſolves to ſtick 
12 his Meaning. 
However, tho' there is not the leaſt Ground 
Por this Apology in the Book, and but one 
mort Hint of it in the Preface, yet I would 
Efcave Room for the making of it ſtill. Imean 
For his Lordſhip to make this frank and pub- 
ick Declaration to the World, Viz. That we 
Ware to give our Aſſent to the Truths, or MYSTE. 
ks (I beg his Lordſhip's Pardon for ma- 
ing Uſe of that Term of Art) of the Go- 
Apel purely upon the Teftimony or Word of 
God; And not upon fach Proof or Evidence 
for the Doct rines or Propoſitions themſetves 
in which they are contained, as ſhall make 
that Aſſent abſblutely neceſſary; and with- 
al, that fuch an Aſſent is Faith : And then 
let him read over that Treatife, which bears 
his Name, without being filled wich many 
Auxiou and Diſquicting Thoughts, and bluſi- 
ing almoſt at every Paragraph. WM 


(32) 
Tf his Lordſhip ſays; his farther Meaning 
is, That this Proof or Evidence he ſpeaks of 
never becomes ſo inſuperable and irreſiſtible 
unleſs a Man have a great Capacity and Lear- 
ning, and right Diſpoſition to receive it. 
Then ſay I, the Man of Moderate Capacity 
hath arriven to an exalted Degree of Know- 
lege when he hath learned this great Point 
of Doctrine; namely, that a Man can never 
give his Aſſent ro the Truths of the Goſpel till 
he is rightly diſpoſed for it ; and that when 
once he is diſpoſed, he muſt believe them whe- 
ther he will or no: And that after all, this 
Aſſent of his is not Faith. A Man of a tolle- 
rable Gcod Capacity ſees plainly, that upon 
this grand Principle, thoſe who are Rightly 
diſpoſed to receive ſuch invincible Evidence, 
are not capable of Faub, but of neceſſary | 
Science; and that he alone who is Indiſpoſed 
for ſuch Evidence, is in a Condition of Be- 
lieving upon the bare Word or Teſtimony ei- 
ther of God or Man. 


Par. XXXVIII. I have reſerved this Pa- x 


ragraph to be conſider'd with the 43d and 


44th, becauſe they all tend to exclude the 
Church intirely from being any Part of that 
Plain and -Eaſy Method, whereby a Man of 
Moderate Capacity may arriv&at Full Satisfa- 
ction in All Things that! concern his Everla- 
{ting Salvation. Whereas a Man would 
think, the Doctrines and Determinations of a 
Pure and Orthodox Church, and the having a 


juſt Regard ta and Dependance upon them, 
were 
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were the Plaineſt and Eaſieft Method, eſpeci- 
ally for a Man of a Moderate Capacity. Tis 
true, his Lordſhip brings a Quotation from 
the Biſhop of Vivier's, imparting, that it is 
Impoſſible for a Man to be deceived while he bear- 
kens to the Church, And in one Part of this 
long Paragraph, he mentions the Abſurdity 
of a Man's never inquiring into the Grounds of 
this or that particular Doctrine, and not informing 
himſelf of eny other thing, ſave only to know what 
the Church teaches, and receiving it upon her bare 
Authority. And thus far all is well, I mean 
as it is levelled at a blind implicice Aﬀent to 
Doctrines of Faith: Save only that upon his 
Lordſhip? Grand Principle, there can be no 
ſuch Thing as a Blind Implicite Aſſent Paſſible 
in Nature. For Aſſent or Diſſent u a neceſſary 
Act of human Underſtanding; and are both en- 
E tirely out of a Man's Power: And without 
ſuch Evidence as ſhall Put it out of bis Power to 
withho!d his Aſſent, he can give no Aſſent at 
all. And to uſe his Lordſhip's own Simili- 
tude, 'tis as impoſſible for a Man to give a 
lind and Implicite Aſſent to any Doctrine, as 
to Sce an Object with his Eyes ſhut. 

I wiſh this irreconcilable Inconſiſtency, 
and glaring Contradiction, were the worſt 
of this Paragraph, which under Colour of 
condemning what 1s plainly impoflible upon 
his Lordſhip's Suppoſition, Viz. That impli- 
cite Aſſent required by the Church of Rome, 
ail Regard to the Determinations of any 
Church whatſoever, and Dependance upon 
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irs De&rines and Deciſions , are exploded and 
even ridiculed. 

His Lordſhip asketh Three Queſtions, by 
way of Confuting them who tell him, That 
the only certain Way of coming to the Knowledge 
of all Things that are meceſſary to Eternal 
SALV ATION, ISTO HAVE RECOURSE T0 
THE CHURCH; Each of which conclude as 
well againſt any Deference or Regard at all 
to be given to the Authority of any Church 
Uncorrupt and Pure; as againſt that implicite 
Aſſent which is pay?d to a Corrupt Church. 
Says his Lordſhip, I have long been ſeeking for 
(not an Artful , Superficial, and Plauſible; but) 
a Clear, Solid, and Satisfadery Anſwer, but ne- 


ver yet could meet with it, Lo! Then here is 


the Man who ſteps forth and dares to under- 


take this, and to leave it to our Readers to 


judge on which fide the A4r:fu!, Suverficial and 
Plauſible lies; and on which ſide the Clear, Sc- 
lid and Satisfattory, 


Queſt. 1. How ſhall ] be aſſured that God hath | 
commanded me to give my ſelf ip to the Guidance 
of any ſuch Society of Men who are called the 


Church? For if he hath net commanded it, it in 
certain that no Ovligaticn can lie upon me to do it 
in Orr to my Salvation, I anſwer, That the 
Artful and Plaufible is Coutched in that 
Expreſſion of Giving my ſelf UP to the Guidance: 
which in common ſpeaking ſi2nifies as well 
the yielding a juſt Veneration and Regard to the 
Doctrines and Deciſions of a Pure Church, 
as a Blind Aſſent to the Determination of a 

corrupt 
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corrupt Church. And that the Clear and Sa- 


ti:fattory would have conſiſted in not leaving 
the Argument to Conclude indifferently a- 
gainſt Both; but in diſtinguiſhing, and in ha- 
ving made a little Proviſion, at leaſt by ſome 
favourable Hint, for that Regard that a Man 
of a Moderate Capacity ought to pay to the 
Fudgment and Authority of a Pure Church. And 
then Men of a Moderate Capacity would have 
learned a Doctrine directly oppoſite to what 
his Lordſhip here eſtabliſneth; namely, that 
tho” a plain Man doth in all things, in which 
he cannot be ſuppoſed capable of judging, 
give himſelf up to the Guidance of a Pure 
Church, and depend upon her bare Authori- 
ty, he may find a Certain way to Heaven. 
Queſt. 2. In the midit of all the Diſputes that 
are about this Matter, [the Things that are ne- 


ceſſary to my Eternal Salvation] How ſhall 7 
be [uffciently informed who thoſe Men are that a- 


lone do Compoſe and Conſt itute this Church, which 
is thus to be my Guide? For if ] have not ſome 


aut henticl Rule whereby to know this, I may very 
= ;-nocently miſtake one Society of Men for the Church, 


inſtead of another. I anſwer, that if you go a- 


bout to perſwade a Man of Moderate Capacity 
and altogether illiterate, to yield himſelf to 
the Guidance and Determinations of the Church 
of England or Ireland, as a Safe and Excellent 
Guide in Al! Diſputes about Things neceſſary to his 
Eternal Salvation; And then put my Lord's 
Queſtion into his Mouth, you will ſee he will 
be too hard for you, Viz. How ſhall I be before 
me 


(36) 

med who theſe Men are who compoſe this Church 
which is thus to be my Guide? What authentich 
Rule is there whereby to finow this, that I may not 
miſtake one Seciety of Men for the Church, inſtead 
of ancther. So that you ſee this way of rea- 
ſoning concludes againſt all Churches Trae ot 
Falſe; and againſt all Regard to be paid them 
either implicite or reaſonable. Nay it de- 
ſtroys the very Being of any Church, by go- 
ing upon a Suppoſition that it is impoſſible to 
tell who they are that compoſe it. 

Queſt. 3.'How ſhall I know ho it is that bath 


unqueſticnable Authority to propoſe the Dictates of 
the Church unto me, and allo to explain them, if 


T do not ſufficiently apprehend or underſtand them? 
Put this likewiſe into the Mouth of a Man 
of Moderate Capacity on the aforeſaid Occa- 


ſion, and then ſee whether ever you can per- 


ſuade him to have any Regard or Deferenct 
for the Doctrines or Deciſions of any Church 
whatſoever. For poor Man! How ſhall hr 
know who hath unqueſtionable Authority to propoſe 
the Diftates of the Church (that Imaginary Crens 
ture ot the Prain) and alſo to explain them? 
Thus the Autberity of the Church is here 
intirely laid aſide as a Means of acquiring the 
Knowlege of God's Commands, or in his 
Lordſhip's Phraſe, the Commands of God him- 
ſelf ; and I appeal to any one who reads 
this long Paragraph', whether the whole 
Strein of it is not equally bent againſt all 
Churches. And accordingly hear the Con- 
eluſion and Reſult of the whole, Fa Man. 
| 3 1. C. 
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Wi. e. Of moderate Capacity, Uſeth the Light 
F Reaſon and Scripture, and make them the Rule 
of his Life and Actions, he hath done all that 4 
WW 0104 and a 2iſe Man can require from him. But 
a Good and a Wiſe Man would require from 
him what his Lordſhip is not pleaſed to give 
the leaſt Hint of; namely, that he ſhould 
have a great Dependance upon, and a juſt Re- 
gard for all the Deciſions and Determinations of 
the Church; andeſteem them to be of greater 
Weight than the Opinions of any private 
Perſon, tho' of Great Capacity and 3 
And ſurely then, conſidering the Weaknels 
of Reaſon in much the greater Part of Man- 
kind, how unable they are to interpret Scrip- 
ture rightly, and therefore apt to run into 
many Miſtakes and Errors in Matters relating 
to tkeir Eternal Salvation, this ſhould not 
have been omitted here; much leſs have been 
intirely excluded, and that too nut without 
: an Air of Contempt and Ridicale. 
= lit cannot be ſufficiently wondred at, that 
Win a Book with this Title, A Plain and Eaſy 
Method whereby a Man of MODERATE CA. 
WT ACiryr may arrive at Full Sarisfaction in 
WALL Things that concern his Everlaſting Salva- 
tion; The Direction and Authority of the 
Church ſhowd net have one Paragraph thro? 
the whole, no nor ſo much as be once re- 
commended for that Purpole. And theres 
fore I beg; his Lordſhip's Conſent to ſupply 
that great Omiſion, and next to the Holy Bi- 
ple, to recommend eſpecially to all Men of 2 
Moderate 


(38) 
Moderate Capacity, The Common Prayer Bock 
Articles and Homilies of the Church, as mof 
effeually anſwering that comprehenſive 
Title: And I preſume upon his Lordſhip) 
Leave to do this the rather, leſt otherwiſe 
People may have ſome Colour to imagine 
that his whole Treatiſe was wrote with Des 
ſign to Leſſen them in the Opinion of the 
World, or indeed totally to Exclude them. 


- » 
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Par. XLIIL This and the following Para- 
graph is an Anſwer to this Queſtion in the 
latter End of the 42d. How far it i lawful fa 
any Church to require ſom me an abſolute and ex. 
plicite Aſſent to any, and what Doctrines? i. e. 
To require that A ent which is impoſſible for 
me to give without irreſiſtible Evidence; 
and which it is not in my Power to with. 
hold when J have ſuch Evidence: That As- 
ſent which is a Neceſſary Ad ef human Un. 
derſtanding. This is pleaſant, however I be. 

ſeech my Reader to contain himſelf, and] 
ſee what this will End in. 5 
The firſt Concluſion for the Deciding o 
that Queſtion is, F Any Church ſhall poſitiveij 
pronounce Damnation again#t Any Perſon, bareh 
for not believing or Aſſenting to Any Do&rint 
whatſoever, without makins Any Allowance ei- 
ther for his want of Evidence, or of Capacity 1 
Apprehend it, ſuch a Church I take to be in a wer) 
plain and palpable Error. Now do but alter 
that Expreſſion, A Church's poſitively pronoun- 
eing Damnation for not believing a Doctrine; and 
| inſtead 
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(39) | 
nſtead cf it put this other of à Church? De- 
laring or Determining what Doctrines are neceſſa- 
y to be believed in Order to Salvation, then you 
ee thro? the whole Drift of this Paragraph; 
and that the Conſequence which is aim'd at 
s thus, Becauſe a Church can't Prenounce 
Damnation againſt a Perſon for not believing 
Doctrine whether he hath Oppertunity of 
he Goſpel, and Capacity to apprehend it, or 
vhether he hath them not; Therefore ſhe 
annot Declare or Determine what Doctrines 
are neceſlary to be believed in Order to Sal- 
ation where Men have both Capacity and Ops 
dortimity. 

No Church, that I know of, Pofirively and 
Expreſly pronounces Damnation againſt any 
erſon without implying Opportunity of the 
WG oſpel, and ſome Capacity to apprehend it. 
know fome who have Separated from a Pure 
Bend Hoh Church do pronounce Damnati- 
Won even upon thoſe Terms, by their obſti- 
ate Adherence to Abſolute and Unconditional 
MDecrees of Election and Reprobation. But 
However this is with other Churches, and 
With ſuch who are of no Church at all, we 
may confidently Aﬀert theſe two Things of 
our Own Church; Firſt, that ſhe hath taken 
upon her to Declare and Determine what Do- 
ctrines are neceſſary to be believed in Order 
to Salvation, without any Expreſs Proviſion 
in each of them, for the want of Capacity and 
Opportunity; nay even to pronounce Anathe- 
ma in ſome Caſes, as the Church hath done 
all along. And 


ay ˙ cas co ww + * — 
—— :.— - — ” — - 


— 
P— * 
yr 


} 
1 
4 I 
1 
1 1 
1. 


i | . 
j L | 
4 
= 
I * 
: 
% of ” 
- . . 
$ : 
x 
: 
= i - 
Re My 
441 
* . 
* 
„ 
: o 
* 


( 40 ) | 
- And Secondly, That the Capæcity and Op- 
portunity of the Perſon is always ſuppoſed; 
and that where Men want theſe, ſhe leave 
om to God's Uncevenanted Mercy and Good. 
neſs. 
The Second Concluſion is thus, The ver 
ut mot to which the Power of any Church Univer. 
ſal or Particular can be ſuppoſed in this Caſe to ex: 
tend, is, To require an Aſſent to ſome Doctrines a 
Conditions of Communion only, not of Salvgtion, 
The Scope of this Concluſion is thus far very 
Plain and Intelligible; namely, That No Church 
can take upon Her to Decide or Declare what 
Doctrines are Neceſſary to Salvation; nor re. 
quire any Aſſent to them As ſuch; nay tho 
God himſelf hath ever fo expreſly declared 
them neceſſary to Salvation, 
This is yet plainer from the Definition of 
a CHURCH laid down for a Foundation df 
theſe ſtrange and unheard of Concluſions 
It is a Society joined together under a Religion 
Government or Miniſtry [ Suppoſe of Biſhops, or 
of Presbyters only] and maintaining Communi- 
on among themſelves | Not with their Ortho- 
dox Biſhop, who is the true Principle of U. 
nity; And by living in Communion with 
whom Men are {ound Members of the Catho- 
lick Church; and the renouncing or cutting 
themſelves off from the Communion of whom 
is truly and properly the Sin of Schiſm] I. 
Order to Everlaſting Salvation. The Import of 
all which is this, Becauſe the Church is a S0. 
ciety in Order to Everlaſting Salvation, = 
6 1 
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that Evetlaſting Salvation can be given ona 
ly by God, therefore it is out of the Power of 
the Church to determine what Doctrines are 
neceſſary to it; and ſhe mult require no Aſſent 
to them as neceſſary to Salvation, but as ne- 
ce 75 to Communion only, 5. e. In plain 
Enzliſh, People mult give their Aſſent to them, 
not as they are made Partakers of the bleſſed 
Means of Salvation in a ſpiritual Body; but 
„as they become Members of a Civil Com- 
j mou 
J 

1 


Thas much of che Concluſion, I ſay i is ve- 
ry plain, but what tollows I freely own to 
be paſt my Comprebenſion. No Church ought to 
mean more upon this Occa ſion than, this, You ſball 
nor be owned as a Member of our Communion, ex- 
cept among other Things Jon expreſly profeſs your 
Belief of 0 7 M0 certain T ruths, which we Coms 
. 4, Call. Articles of Faith; nor ſhall you be 
admitted to the Minit: 7, or to any Share in Church 
Government, except you give your Aſſent to certain 
other Dotrines, which * Commenly call Artie 
cles of Peace. 

There are many Difficulties i in this Period 
Jam perſwaded inſuperable to all, except to 
his Lordſhip who wrote it. As frft, what is 
meant by adding that Expreſſion [Commons 
lp called] here and elſewhere to our Arti- 
cles of Faith. It is hard to apprehend any o- 
ther Deſign in this, than to inſinuate that tis 
a Comaves or Vulgar Erro2 to think the Be- 
lief of theſe Articles ſo Neceſſary td Salvati- 
dn, as they are n eſteemed; 8 

if 
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his Lordſhip can blame no one for being 
fixed in this Opinion till he declares the Con- 
trary; becauſe in Par. 4th. he eſtabliſheth 
this deſperate Poſition, That it an Arti- 
ele of Faith is ever ſo plainly revealed by 
God, yet if he hath not given you beſides, a 
Command to believe it, then it is no Sin to 
disbelieve it. 

Secondly, It is impoſſible to conceive what 
His Lordſhip means by thoſe OTHER THINGS 
a Man may be obliged to give his Aſſent. to 
beſides thoſe Articles of Faith to-which he is 
not obliged to give his Aſſent as neceſſary to 
Salvation. | 

Thirdly, I am at a great loſs to know 
what Sort of Church Government is here 
intended, whether that of Biſhops; or that of 
Lay-Elders and Presbyters, And there is this 
juſt Reaſon for the Scruple, becauſe Biſhops 
are left out of his Lordſhip's Definition of a 
Church; and in all theſe Paragraphs of 
Church, and Church Government, and Power of 
the Church, &c. I do not find the leaſt men- 
tion of them or their Office. + 

Fourthly, It requires a ſtrong Imaginati- 
on to reach the Import of thoſe Certain other 
Doctrines to which the Church may require 
an Aſſent from the Biſhops and Clergy [if 
this be the Miniſtry and Church Govers 
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_ + How contrary is this to that little Treatiſe publi. 
ſhed ſome Years ago by his Lordſhip, with a handſome 
Dcdication to the then Duke of Ormonde. | 


ment 
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ment deſigned] and which the Laity are 
Excuſed from. 

Laſtly, I cannot comprehend what thoſe 
Doctrines are we commonly call Articles of 
Peace, cut out by his Lordſhip for the Cler- 
gy only, Commonly cafli Why I never 
heard of them before. I hope we have 
been all this while talking of Cbriſtian Do- 
arines, i.e. Doctrines of Chriſt, or we have 
been confounding our Readers; and if they 
are ſuch, ſurely both Clergy and Laity are 
equaily obliged to believe them as Articles 
of Communion; and he makes very Bold with 
the Doctrines of Chriſt, who teaches they 
are to be believed for Peace-Sake only. 

Here I know my Reader is bewildred, be- 
ing lead on inſenſibly into the Midft of a La- 
Hrinthʒ and there I muſt leave him to Vander, 
till his Lordſhipis pleaſed to lend him a Cle 
to conduct him out of it. 

Concluſion the Third, There are ſome Do- 
bsines without an Aſſent to waich, a Man ought 
not to be admitted even into the Communion of any 
Church whatſoever. Is it ſo! What then is he- 
come of the other two Concluſions? For can 
any other Reaſon be aſſigned why the Church 
ought not to admit a Man to Communion 
without Aﬀent to ſome Chriſtian Doctrines, 
or Doctrines of Chriſt, but becauſe ſhe judges 
and determines thoſe Doctrines to be neceſſa- 
ry to Salvation. What becomes of a Compre- 
henſim if Men are excluded for not giving 
their Aſſent to ſuch Doctrines of Chriſt as 


Are 


3 

are No way neceſſary to Salvation, if his Lords 
ſhip can find them out; for all the Dofrine 
of Chriſt are neceſſary to the Salvation d 
ſuch as have Opportunity of the Goſpel, ant 
Capacity to apprehend them. 
So then now all is well again; the Church 
either Univerſal or Particular, may require a 
Man's Aſſent to ſome Doctrines before he is 
admitted to Communion; and unhappily far 
this very Reaſon, Becauſe ſhe judges thoſe 
Doctrines neceſſary to Salvation; and as 
unhappily again, Becauſe the Church is not 
a Temporal Society, but A Society in Order 1 
Salvation. Inſomuch that one great End and 
Deſign of our being Incorporated into a Spiri- 
tual Bed) is, That the Deciſion and Derer- 
mination of all Points neceſſary to Salvation 
may not be left to the private Judgments of 
Men | 

Hear the Reſult of all Three Concluſions 
in one, and indeed of the whole Treatiſe ; [ 
you CANNOF give your Aſſent to theſe TRUT HS 
or DOCTRINES, Viz. Articles of Faith, and 
Articles of Peace, And are for that Reaſon ex- 
cluded both em the Miniſtry and Communion, 
what Allowance God, who is the Searcher if 
Hearts will make fer your Want either of Capacit) 
er Evidence, is what be himſelf alone is able t0 
Determine, Obſerve the full Drift and Con- 
ſequence of all that hath been thus labour'd. 
The Church, in Declaring or Determining 
What Doctrines are neceſſary to Salvation; 
and requiring an Aſfent to them as fuch, in- 
3 | | croa- 
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WM croacheth upon the Prerogative of God : who 
Aline knows Mens Hearts; and therefore A- 
lie can tell whether he will Damn them for 
vat of Aſſenting to thoſe Doctrines. | 

But my good Lord let it be conſider?d, that 
ttc Church Determines no Doctrines to be 
Neceſſary to Salvation, nor requires Aſſent to 
them As ſuch, which God himſelf hath not 
giren Her ſufficient Ground and Authority 
in the Holy Scriptures ſo to do: Sure ſhe 
way declare thoſe Doctrines Neceſſary 
which in Scripture appear to be Neceſſary. 
No, ſays my Lord, tho? God and the Church 
I hare both declared them neceſſary to Salvati- 
-Wcn, yet thoſe Men They call the Church, 
- Wknow not how far God will give Allowance 
for the Want of Capacity and Evidence; and 
| WM therefore they muſt not ſay any Doctrine is 
neceſſary to Salvation. But ſure this is a ve- 
n fFallacious and Pernicions Conſequence, that 
becauſe the Church can't declare what Do- 
\ 
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Erines are neceſſary to the Salvation of Peo- 
ple who Want Capacity and Evidence; there- 
fore ſhe ſhan*c declare what Doctrines are 
neceſſary to the Salvation of ſuch as have 
both Capacity and Evidence. 5 
The great Miſchief of this Principle con- 
fiſts in the no ſmall Encouragement it gives 
to all kind of Infidelity, and the mighty Com- 
ort it affords to all Schiſmaticks and Heres 
r Wicks; and in that it renders the Church an 
naginary, Uſeleſs Body; and all its Deciſions 
* Determinations Trifiing and —_— 
[# | 1 Ut 
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But the great Overſight and Weakneſs 9 
this Grand Poſition appears yet more from 
hence, That after all, no true Church that ever 
T heard of requires a Man's Aſſent to any Do- 
ctrines as neceſſary to Salvation, but when he 
actually hath both Capacity and Evidence, and 
ſufficient Information with Relation to thoſe 
Doctrines he is to give his Aſſent to. If hi; 
Lordſhip finds out any ſuch Church which re- 
quires Aſſent ro Doctrines which a Man hath 
no Capacity to underſtand, nor to apprehend 
any Proof or Evidence there is for them, 
leave him to make as many ſolemn Concly. 

ſions and Decrees againſt it as he pleaſeth. 
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I] cannot make an End without a Remarl 
on Par. XXXIX. the Begining of which 
runs thus, After many anxious and diſquieting 
Thoughts, in the Time of my YOUTH, concernint 
my Everlaſting Salvation, having at laſt, thri 
the Bleſſing of God, with great Comfort and Satis 
faction, ſented my Mind in Eaſe upon the Printi- 
ples of which I have hitherto been giving an At: 
count; about Twenty Years ago I ventured to publij 
fo the World a brief and plain Account of the Sus 
ceſs I bad met with in my Search after True Relig 
on, & c. After this bis Lordſhip proceeds to 
recommend the Reading of Two Treatiſes he 
had wrote purſuant to theſe Principles; and 
deſires his Reader to examine all that he had 
deliver'd by the Rule of his @wn Reaſon, 
and that of the Holy Scriptures, Yes, then 


is the great Dritt of the whole Treatiſe, — 
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(47) 
even an Iliterate Perſon and of. Mean Caps! 
city, ſhall depend intirely upon the Rule 

Jof his Own Reaſon and Scripture, for full Sa- 

tislaction in all Things which concern his 

Everlaſting Salvation. The Mention of Rea- 

mand Scripture 15 fair and plaufible, and 

would do better in any Treatiſe which had not 

a Tendency to leſſen Mens Regard and De- 

ference to the Deciſions and Determinations 

of any Church whatſoever . Tho? it may coſt 
him ſome Anxions and D:/quiering Thoughts, 
yet I beleech his Lordſhip to take a Serious 
ind Impartial Review of thoſe Tout hful Notions, 

ot to ſay dangerous Miſtakes and Errors, 
upon which he hath founded moſt of what 
he hath hitherto publiſhed ro the World. 
That At lat in the Time of his Maturer Age 
Thro* the Bleſſing ef God, with great Comfort and 
atisfaction, he may ſettle hu Mind in Eaſe upon 
Sound and Orthodox Principles ; quite con- 
rary to Thoſe I have been hither;o giving an Ac- 
aunt of ; ſuch as are not deſtructive of all Re- 
ealed Religion, and that due Regard and 
eneration Men ought to have for the Deci- 
ons and Determinations of a pure and un- 
orrupt Church. 


I have now done with the Remarks which 
could: have enlarged conſiderably; but if 
theſe prove ſufficient for Healing in ſome 
Degree the Wounds, which the propagating 


uch Principles have given to True Religion; To 
1 prevent the dangerous Influenge of them up- 
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But the great Overſight and Weakneſs of 
this Grand Poſition appears yet more from 
hence, That after all, no true Church that ever 
T heard of requires a Man's Aſſent to any Do- 
ctrines as neceſſary to Salvation, but when he 
actually hath both Capacity and Evidence, and 
ſufficient Information with Relation to thoſe 
Doctrines he is to give his Aſſent to. If his 
Lordſhip finds out any ſuch Church which re- 
quires Aſſent to Doctrines which a Man hath 
no Capacity to underſtand, nor to apprehend 
any Proof or Evidence there is for them, [] 
leave him to make as many ſolemn Concly- 
ſions and Degrees againſt it as he pleaſeth. 


T cannot make an End without a Remark 
on Par. XXXIX. the Begining of which 
runs thus, After many anxious and diſquieting 
Thoughts, in the Time of my YOUTH, concerning 
my Everlaſting Salvation, having at la#t, thr 
the Bleſſing of God, with great Comfort and Satis- 
Faction, 2 my Mind in Eaſe upon the Princi- 
ples of which I have hitherto been giving an Ace- 
count ; about Twenty Years ago I ventured to publiſh 
fo the World a brief and plain Account of the Suc- 
ceſs I had met with in my Search after True Religi- 
on, 8c, After this his Lordſhip Procens to 
recommend the Reading of Two Treatiſes he 
had wrote purſuant to theſe Principles; and 
deſires his Reader to examine all that he had 
deliver d by the Rule of his Own Reaſon, 
and that of the H Wy Sefiptures, Nes, there 
is che great Drilt of the whole Treatiſe, that 
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even an Miterate Perſon and of. Mean Capa- 
city, ſhall depend intitely upon the Rule 
of his Own Reaſon and Scripture, for full Saw 
tisſaction in all Things which concern his 
Everlaſting Salvation. The Mention of Reg- 
ſen and Scripture is fair and plauſible, and 
would do better inany Treatiſe which had not 
a Tendency to leſſen Mens Regard and De- 
ference to the Deciſions and Determinations 
of any Church whatſoever . Tho? it may coſt 
him ſome Anxious and Diſquiering Thoughts, 
yet I beleech his Lordſhip to take a Serious 
and Impartial Review of thoſe Towthfu! Notions, 
not to ſay dangerous Miſtakes and Errors, 
upon which he hath founded moſt of what 
he hath hitherto publiſhed to the World. 
That Ar lat in the Time of his Maturer Age, 
Thro* the Bleſſing ef God, with great Comfort ani 
datisfaction, he may ſettle his Mind in Eaſe upon 
Sound and Orthodox Principles; quite con- 
trary to Thoſe I have been hither;o giving an Ac- 
rount of; ſuch as are not deftruttive of all Re- 
vealed Religion, and that due Regard and 
Veneration Men ought to have for the Deci- 
fions and Determinations of a pure and un- 
corrupt Church. 


I have now done with the Remarks which 
could have enlarged conſiderably ; but if 
theſe prove ſufficient for Healing it ſome 
Degree the Wounds, which the propagating 
ſuch Principles have given to True Religion ; To 
prevent the dangerous Influenge of them up- 
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on the Minds of People of a Moderate yr but 
Weak Capacity; and to work any Senſe of 
them in the Mind of the Author, I have my 
1 i 

The Mention of his Grace of Dublin in 
the Remark upon the 24, 25, 26. Paragraphs, 
was notin the leaſt intended by way of De- 
rogation from the Honour of ſo great a Pre- 
late, as well as ſo, conſiderable an Author: 
Whoſe Book in Particular, Entitled, The In- 
ventions of Men in the Worſhip of God, is wrote 
with ſuch Strength and Clearneß, that nothing 
but the Want of Reading and Conſidering it 
impartially can hinder all our Diſſenters from 
being thereby throughly Convinced, That 
there is no room for their being included in 
any Comprehenſion with the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, but by their renouncing many per- 
nicious Opinions and Practices, directly con- 
trary to the expreſs Word of God. 

If it is ſaid that I have no way ſpared this 
Plain Method, 8c. but treated his Lordſhip of 
Rapho's Principles contained in it, with unre- 
ſerved Plaineſs and Freedom. I Anſwer, 
that this is what becomes the. Truths: of Reli- 

ion; and tho' there were a real Ground for 
this Objection, yet it is better there ſhould be 
ſome Mixture of Human I»firmity in the De- 
fence of them, than that they ſhould meet 
with no Defence at all. 8 
As far as I am capable of judging for my 
ſelf, I can ſay with Sincerity, that what I 


have wrote againſt his Lordſhip, proceegs 
| | no 
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(49) 
not from any Perſonal Reſentment, and is 
not level'd at Him, but at his miſtaken Noz. 
iens and Errors: Which, if they had been of 
no Conſequence, and not propagated induſtri- 
ouſly thro? two Nations, had for me paſſed 
off without any Remark or Obſervation: 
zut when they are ſuch as affect the very 
Vitals of True Religion, together with the 
Authority and Conſtitution of a True Church; 
and ſpread abroad with Approbation and Ap- 
plauſe by ſuch whoare true Friends to neither; 
| eſteemed it a ſinful Omiſſion not to under- 
take an Anſwer which I ſaw entirely declined 
n brothers, who might have performed it with 
uM leſs Warmth, and greater Strength of Rea- 
n ſon. I have however this for my Excuſe; 
CW chat I wrote with a View of Conviction even 
'-Y to his Lordſhip, and it will prove no ſmall 
-Y Diſappointment, if my Endeavour fails of 
its deſired Effect. 3 1 
The greateſt and beſt Men have not 
IF thought it any Diminution to them to make 
a folemn and expreſs Revocation of thoſe Er- 
„tors they have; by any Overſight or Miſtake 
. in their Judgments, publiſhed,ro the World; 
rf and Poſterity have reckoned it their Glory 
HY that they did ſo: Nor ſhould his Lordſhip 
eſteem the following ſuch Examples any In- 
jury, but rather a new Addition to a Chara 
Cer already eſtabliſhed in the World for Pies 
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If Saint Peter had not retracted that * Com- 
iance of his with the Fewiſh Chriſtians at 
Antioch, and the Countenance he gave the 
ſond and dangerous Error they were in, up- 
on the ſharp and publick Reproof of St. Paul, 
The Abrogation of the old Law, and Salvation 
by Chriſt Alone had remained a diſputed Point 
to this Day; notwithſtanding the zealous 
Speech he had before made for the Deciſion 
- that great Point in the Council at Feruſa- 
em. 

And now that I have chanced to 
mention this Paſſage of that great Apo- 
ſtle, Ithink I ought not to drop it here with- 
out this farther Improvement; By obſerving, 
That the Crime imputed to him was Comni- 
ving at a groundleſs Opinion of the weaker 
Brethren among the Fewiſh Converts, That 
they ought to keep up to the Legal Obſervan- 
ces under the Goſpel, and particularly in the 
Caſe of Meats Forbidden and Allowed. This 
foft and eaſy Compliance of his, in a Mat- 
ter contrary to his own received Opinion 
and Practice, and eſtabliſhed Profeſſion; His 
ſuppreſſing and concealing a great Truth of 
the Goſpel which he ſhould have preached 
openly without Reſerve ; His covering over 
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. * Galat. 2. 12. | 
T That this was Before the Reproof given him by St. 
Paul at Antioch, learned Men rightly infer from B- 
bas being joined with him in carrying the Decrees of 
that Council to Antioch, and its being the laſt time ot 
aheir meeting there together. 
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and palliating a dangerous and pernicious ' 
Error, giving it an Air and Colour of Truth 
by Silence, and yielding, and Condeſcention ; 
when he ſhould rather have laid it open to the 
full, ſtripped it of all Diſguiſe, and placed 
it before their Eyes in the cleareſt Light; 
and fortify'd the juſter Sentiments of his own 
Mind by a reſolute and ſteady Adherence to 
what he himſelf profeſſed ; This I fay is 
what St. Paul withſtood him to the Face 
for, becauſe he was to be Blamed; this is 
what he calls Diſſimulation; a Walking not up- 
rightly, nor According to the Truth of the Goſpel, 
The Words are of a much harſher Sound in 
the Original, Gal. 2. 11. Ot. garryraguire; 
he was to be Condemned; auvnixgitnonr 
they plaid the Hypoerite along with him; and 
even Barnabas was carryed away rj ummglen 
with their Hypocriſy And in Verf. 
the 14th zg e is oppoled to Wavering 
or Halting between two Opinions; and 
accordingly in this Verſ. St. Paul cloſely 
argues him from thence to be utterly Incon- 
fitent with himſelf. 

I am net willing to make any other 4vpli- - 
cation of this, than to obſerve, that St. Peter 
had as mach to plead for himſelf as any of 
thoſe who in the ſucceeding Ages of the 
Church have fallen into the like Diſimulatiom, 
as Imay now call it. Namely, That he did it all 
with a good Intent, and for the Advantage of 
true Religion in the main; With Deſign only 
to Iaſinuate himſelf into the good 2 8 | 
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Weaker Brethren, that he might the better gain 
them for Proſelyzes. That he might win upon 
them with Lenity and Forbearance ; That he 
might give no Offence to Babes in Chriſt. The 
Sore Part of Tender Conſciences is to be toutch- 
ed with great Caution, and fo Inſenſibly that 
they may be ſure not to feel you; t hey muſt 
be cured by Opiates, and lulling them aſleep, 
that they may recover as it were out of a 
Slumber : But if you handle them rufly, and 
with undiſguiſed Plaineſs, and offer toſearch 
their Sin to the bottom, they Vince and Re- 
coil from you, and hug their Diſtemper. No 
doubt but that he reſolved to undeceive thoſe 
Fews ſome time or other, and only waited 
for a Juncture more Seaſonable, and a more 
convenient Opportunity to preach the Truth 
with Boldneſs. And yet after all, that which 
carried the Appearance of Gentleneß and Cha- 
rity, and of a Cautiom and Prudent Conduct, 
had no other Effect in the End but the hard- 
ning and confirming the Fewiſh Converts in 
an Opinion Fatal to Themſelves, and to the 
Church; and giving great Offence and Scandal 
to the Gentile Chriſtians, who were truly Or- 
thodox. And this was by St. Paul ſaid to 
be the Reſult of his Fear of thoſe Of the Cir- 
cumciſion, Miſſionaries from Feruſalem then 
preſent at Antioch, who if he had not warped 
but ſtuck to his Principle, might have repor- 
ted it to his Diſadvantage at their Return. 

' Surely this Leſſon is to be learned from 
hence, That no Diſſembling' of the Trucs 
Fry 0 
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if the Goſple or Diſguiſing of Error, can at 
my time be a real Service to Religion or the 
zouls of Men; But hath ever proved of dan- 
gerous and pernicious Conſequence to both. 
zu the Principles of Moral or Revealed Re- 
gion come from God, and are at all times 
» be owned and declared with a reſolute Sim- 
flicity, and undeſigning Freedom; and then 
o be eſpouſed with greateſt Zeal when they 
xe leaſt in Vogue or Faſhion : Nor can there 
de any Seaſon for palliating falſe and erro- 
reous Principles or Practices; for any Miti- 
cation of their Guilt and touching them with 
Tenderneſs, when once they are made pub- 
ick and openly abetted. This remarkable 
Intercourſe of thoſe two great Apoſtles, 
ſeems to be on Record for no Purpoſe of 
greater Importance than this: Namely, 
To leave it as a fixed and ſtanding Maxim 
won the Minds of all their Succeſſors, 
that no Zeal for God; No good Intention; 
No Prudential Conſiderations Ariſmg from 
e the faireſt ' Proſpect of Advantage to 
church and State, or from diverting im- 
- pending Ruin, and the greateſt Miſchiefs and 
o Inconveniencies which threaten them; No 
- vor any Pretence of Charity to the Souls of 
n Men, or to avoid giving Offence and Scandal 
to weak and tender Conſciences, can hinder 
the acting as St. Peter did from paſſing in the 
Language of St. Paul for Prevarication and 
Hypocriſy; and from rendring Men truly 
Orthodox in all other Reſpects a Contradicti- 
on to themſelves. | This 
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This ſame miſtaken Opinien and Praftice 
which gave Occaſion of ſo ſharp a Conten 
tion between thoſe two great Apoſtles, and 
which if perſiſted in and adhered to, had ſap 
ped the very Foundation of the Goſpel, and 
tranſmitted down the great Power and Privi 
ledge of it, but in a ruinous and tottering 
Condition, hath always had the like 'malig 
nant Influence wherever it hath been found 
in any of their Succeſſor : Inſomuch that i 
hath proved the Cauſe of moſt of thoſe Ca], 
lamities which have befallen the Church inf, 
every Age. And it muſt be Matter of Grief 
to any truly Chriſtian Heart, that our ou 
Times ſhould furniſh us with ſo many Inſtan . 
ces of Great and Good Men, of tryed and knownlfl 
Abilities, of uncommon Reach of Underſtan{ 
ding, and of undoubted Sincerity in all other} 
ü 

6 
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Reſpects, who ſhould however deſerve to be 
Withſtood to the Face in this one Point; and be 

truly blameable, in that like Barnabas they are 
carried away with this kind of D:/ſimulation, 
the Effect and Conſequence of which is, that; 
what is called downright Prevarication or Hy. 
pocriſy in the Language of Scripture, hath toq i 
generally obtain*d the Name of Moderation ini 
our Modern Style: So dangerous, ſays a Com 
mentator on this Paſſage, Are the Warpings 0 
- Eminent Teachers, that their Examples draw others 
into their Miſtakes, even by a ſort of Compulſion 
St. Peter's Fault was not a charitable bear 
ing with the Infirmities of weaker Brethren 3 
but ſuch a Connivance at, and Condefcention 
| to 
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to their Erroneous Opinion as he Mil 
for it; and was in Truth and Reality no 
other but an indirect Approbation of it, and 
in Encouragement to their obſtinate Perſe- 
erance therein. And now that I am carry'd 
en thus far, I know not how, into this Caſe 
No! great Importance to the Church, I muſt 
Jecoy my Reader on a little farther, till I 
tate it in as few Words as poſſible. The Di- 
ſtinction of Meats Offerꝰd, or Not Offer d to Idols, 
on the ſide of the Gentiles; and the Differences 
f Meats legally Clean or Unclean and even Cir- 
cumciſion itſelf on the Part of the Fews, in 
Complyance and Condeſcention to the Pre- 
udices and Prepoſſeſſion of New Converts, 
vere by the Church ſome time after the firſt 
Publication of the Goſpel, left as Things In- 
lifferenr. And this very Apoſtle St. Paul, at 
the ſame time that he openly declares the Li- 
berty we have in Chriſt, and our entire Ex- 
Nemtion and Freedom from all ſuch Obſervan- 
ces, of either eus or Gentiles, by the Goſpel, 
Vinſtrukts thoſe who are Weak not to 
cenſure the Strong who underſtood their chri- 
tian Liberty; and paſſionately exhorts the 
ſtrong to bear with the Ignorance and Pre- 
udice of ſuch as were ſincere in their Pro- 
eſſion of Chriſtianity, but as yet retain'd 
uch Prejudices and Scruples as would in time 
wear off. And the Argument he uſes to 
prevail on them is, leſt by inſiſting rigo- 
rouſly upon what the Church for prudential 
Reaſons diſpenſed With, their weak =—_ 
| might 
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might be drawn before Conviction to act a- 
gainſt their Judgment or Opinion; or elſe be 
driven off from a Profeſſion of the Goſpel. 
This charitable Condeſcention, which he re- 
commends towards fincere but weak Conſci- 
ences, St. Paul encourages in his. own Perfon 


concile him to the Fews, becauſe it was left 
by the Church as a Thing indifferent, whe- 
ther a Convert was Circumciſed or not. But 
the Opinion of the Neceſſity of Circumciſion 
in Order to Salvation; was not a thing in- 
different, but directly contrary to the Truth 
of the Goſpel; and therefore when the ſame 
Apoſtle found it conteſted for upon that Foot 
in the Council of Jeruſalem, he reſolutely op- 
poſed the Circumciſing of + Titus; and called 
them Falſe.Brethren who inſiſted upon it, and 
ſays that they came in Privily to ſþy out that 
Liberty which we have in Chrift Feſus: And 
adds, that the Reaſon of this Proceeding ol 
his was, That the Truth of the Goſpel might con 
tinue with them, Now it was the Confirmati 
on of the Fewiſh Converts in this Error, b 
his Connivance and Condeſcention, whic 

he reprehended ſo ſeverely in his Fellow 
Apoſtle. OE | .. wal 

Let thoſe miſtaken Judgments who giv. 
this very thing the Name of Meekneſs, ani 
Charity, and Moderation apply this whol 
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Paſlage to the Caſe of our Diſenters; -» Who; 
in their Controverſy with the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, are content to allow Us: to be the 
Strong, and take to Themſelves the Character 
of Weak Brethren; and Tender Conſciences. 
Let thoſe miſtaken Perſons ſuppoſe that the 
Church ſhould Indulge Diſſenters in di ſpenſing 
wich thoſe *7wo or Three Things only in her 
Ritual which are Purely Ceremonial, as the 
Croſs in Baptiſm, and the Ring in Marriage, 
(ſor Ido not reckon Kucel ing in the mroſt ſo- 
lemn Act of Divine Worſhip in that Num- 
ber) which being Ordained and:Appointed: 
by the Governours of the Church, and that by 
a delegated Power from Chriſt, do from 
that time ceaſe to be indifferent; and bind 
the Conſciences of Men; and therefore come 
not within the Caſe of bearing with the 
Weak, as it is plainly ſtated in Seripture. 
But ſuppoſe the Church ſhould break in 
upon the Conſtitution, and unravel it by 
leaving theſe Things Out, in a vain Proſpect 
of taking Diſſenters in; would this be Obedi- 
ence to the Rule of Bearing with the Weak? 
Or weuld-it be a Confirming them in à falſe 
Opinion; contrary to the Truth of the Go- 
ſple 3 namely, That the Governours of the? 
Church can never appoint any Rite or Ce- 
remony for the Worſhip of God, without gi- 
ving Scandal to weak Brethren; without 
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tranſgreſſing Plain Scripture, and without 
manifeſt Violation of their own Conſciences? 
Can any thing be of more fatal Conſequence 
to the Church? Doth it not deſtroy its Pow - 
er all at once; and even diſſolyve that Body 
incorporated by Chriſt? 5413 38 

If that grand Deluſion, which carries the 
outſide only and Face of Moderation and Cha- 
rity towards weak Brethren, reached even 
no farther than this, yet it deſerved thatopen 
Rebuke which St. Peter met with. But: alas: 
the Diſſimulation lies much deeper, and is 
in Reality no other than a fair Diſguiſe to 
the World, for ſuch Dangerom Errors as reach 
to the very Heart and Vitals of Religion. By 
this they countenance and encourage many 
Things directly and expreſly oppoſite to 
the Truth of the Geſple, and to their own Judg- 
ment and Profeflion; Such as the horrid Sin 
of Schiſm, and rending the Unity of the Ca- 
tholick Church, hy a cauſeleſs Separation from 
2 pure and uncorrupt Part of it. Renoun- 
cing Epiſcopacy and all Szcceſſion from the Apo- 
ſtles; and ſubſtituting Lay Elderſhip in the 
Place of it, that uncouth Barbariſm, foreign 
to the Goſple or common Senſe, and a flat 
Contradiction in the Terms. Setting up the 
Decrees of a Synod above all Kingly Power, e- 
ven in Mattets not of a Juriſdiction purely 
Spiritual. A preſumptuous Dependance up- 
on the miraculous Gift of the Holy Ghoſt 
for Extempore Prayer and Preaching in the Diſ- 
ſenting Clergy, and inſinuating a Perſwaſion 
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(59) 
inte their People, that they have an immediate 
Revelation from God; which they can't but 
know they falſly aflume to themſelves. Fudging 
and Condemning with the ſevereſt Cenſures, 
thoſe whom (to inſinuate guilty of giving 
Scandal) they put in the place of- the Strong. 
Inceſſant Railing at the Church; Reviling its 
Governours; Exnoſmg its Liturgy, Articles and 
Homilies ; Loading its whole Do&rine and Di- 
ſcipliue with all the Calumny that a malicious 
Zeal can ſuggeſt ; together with conſtant, 
unwearied Endeavours for ſubverting and 
deſtroying its whole Conſtitution and Eſta- 
bliſhment. | | 
Theſe and many other Erroneous Princi- 
ples and Practices exprefly contrary to the 
Word of God; which you may find in his 
Grace of Dublin's Inventions of Mew in the 
Worſhip of God; or in Dr. Hammonds View of 
the new Dire&ory. Theſe I ſay, and many o- 
ther things of the ſame Nature, are in Truth 
and Reality what your Men of a Character 
for Gentleneſi and Moderation, induſtriouſly co- 
ver over with a Veil, and in a great Degree 
hide the Deformity and Sinfuluaß of them from 
the Eyes of the World, By their Connivance 
and Condeſcentions, the groſſeſt Errors of 
Perſons. who renounce all Brotherbood with 
them, take the ſoft and plauſible Turn of s 
frmitles only of Weaker Brethren :; Whereas 
they are ſuch, as wound the Soul, and waſte 
the Conſcience ; and axe to be cured only by 
222 them open to the cleareſt View, or 


ing them to the bottom, : 
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This kind of Diſſimulation lies very deep, 
and is renderd the more dangerous beau 
of that Semblance it carries of Caution, and 
Prudence, and Charity, and Love of Souls: 
And therefore where it once gets Poſſeſſion 
of the Biſhops and Governours of the 
Church, it becomes a ſtrong Deluſion to the 
People under their Care, who, as St. Paul 
{ſpeaks on this Occaſion, are Carryed away in- 
to the ſame Error, and even Compel”d by their 
Example. The lamentable Experience of 
our own Times hath ſhewn us, that it never 
doth Good, but always a great deal of Mif- 
chief. The Effects and Conſequences of it, 
when once it prevails, are the Strengthning 
and Confirming Diſſenters in thoſe dangerous 
and deadly Errors they are in; Perpetuating 
their Schiſm; Condemning the Church; Ad- 
miniſtring Colour and Pretence for all the 
Calumnies and Reproaches of its Enemies, andi 
giving Offence and Scandal to the conforming 
Orthodox Members of it; Expofing its Do- 
ctrine; Weakening its Diſcipline; Raiſing a 
Coolneß and Indiſference in the Hearts” of ma 
'ny, and Extinguiſhing the Zeal they oft 
to have for that Communion in which the) 
hope for Salvation. In ſhort, no leſs than 
"Shaking the preſent Eſtabliſhment ; Dilſolving 
our Happy Conſtitution; Deſtroying the 
Peace of Church and State; and Sowing the 
Seeds of Diſcord for our ' own, and futute 
Generatiens. Nay, fo remarkable and ap, 
paxent are che man y dreadful Effects of thi 
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J miſtaken Principle of Moderation and Cha- 
| rity towards thoſe whom, by a common So- 
nd I} lciſm and ſtrange Abuſe of the Word, many 
s: among us love to Style weak Brethren and 
on ©] tender Conſciences; That he muſt be under 
he a mighty Prejudice who doth not ſee, how 
he EY this very Affectation hath proved the direct and 
aul immediate Cauſe of all the Miſeries and Di- 
in- fractions, Inteſtine Wars and Commotions 
eir which theſe Nations have groaned under 
of ſince the Refortflation; inſomuch that the 
er Men who run into it, are themſelves charge- 
il. able with thoſe very Calamities which they 
it, ¶ from their Hearts do ſadly lament and bewail. 
ing The Reaſon for this Charge is as obvious 
us as can be aſſigned for any thing of that Na- 
nel ture; namely, becauſe by Mens oppoſing and 
d- obſtruRting all fufficient Legal Securities for 
the Church, and conſtant Endeavours for 
the Indulgence of Diſſenters, I do not mean in 
the Exerciſe of their ſeveral Religions, but in 
a Share of the Civil Government, they dif- 
ſolve that ſtrict Union there is between 
Church and State; which are now fo incor- 
porated, that they are to one another as Soul 
and Body, and One muſt neceffarily feel what 
the: Other ſuffers : Our Civil and Religions E- 
ſtabliſnment muſt be mutually affected with 
each others Misfortunes, ſo as both to re- 
main either Healthy and Vigorom, or in a Pe- 
clinimg and l Condition. Every 
Inſtance theſe Men go into for the weaken- 
ing of the Church, they wound the State; 
we | every 
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every Step they move that, way, they tend 
ſo much tarther towards a Separation of what 
will ſtand or fall together; and that is no- 
thing leſs than Political Death to the whole 
Conſtitution. The eſtabliſhing of one Reli- 
gion in a Goverment, tho” a falſe one, be- 

ond the Reach of any other, and putting 


it paſt all Struggle and Contention for the] 


Civil Sway, hath ever been found the ane 
great Expedient for a laſting and ſe cure Peace 
and Quietneſs in all other Nations; and how 
the Preachers and Profeſſors of the True Re; 
ligion can anſwer to God and their own 
Conſciences, the conſtant Oppoſition they 

ive to the like Eſtabliſhment of their own, 
15 hard to tell; unleſs they are of Opinion that 
the Truths of the Goſple muſt ever ſtand or 
fall by their own intrinſick Force and Evi- 
dence, and be left void of all Civil Sanction, 
How ſo grand a Deluſion as this ſhould prevail 
and be carried on from one Age to another, 
and exert its {elf with greateſt Warmth when; 
ever there is a Concurrence of other Incidents 
to prepare the way, and render it moſt dan: 
gerous and fatal, is the more to be wonder'd 
at; becauſe if Men will lay aſide the Stricteff 
Olligation of Religion to make room for His 
man Policy, this is an obvious and even fun- 
damental Maxim of it; That the leſs Profpet 
aur Niſſevters have of Places of Honour and 
Profit, and of any Share in the Civil Admi- 
miſtration, che more Converts. will be daily 
"9g from theme. Inſotnygh. that th 
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only effectual Method of leaving that Schi/ns 
gradually to waſte and dig away; which will 
be always cheriſhed and ſupported by Favour 
1nd Countenance ; and on the other hand 
will become more obſtinate and 'incurable 
from that Spirit of Oppoſition which is the. 
conſtant Companion of Error, whenever it 


Is to be ſuppreſſed by Violence and Severity, © 


1 have purſued this Caſe of bearing with 
ſyeab Brethren ſo much farther than Ideſign'd, 
becauſe it is generally miſunderſtood ; and 
the Miſapplication of it hath drawn away Mul- 
tudes into a dangerous Sin, which hath put 
on the Likeneſs of a Virtue, or even of an E- 
rangelieal Grace. I muſt confeſs it was my 
Obſervation of the Scope and Tendency of als 
moſt every thing publiſhed by his Lordſhip 
of Rapho towards this Popular Error, which 
ed me into this Digreſſion, if it is really fuch 7 
ind if T have hereby given his Lordſhip, and 
others of his Sacred Order, Occaſion of think- 
ing ſeriouſly upon this Subject, and forming 
a fixed and deliberate Judgment upon a Mat- 
ter of ſo great Importance to our whole 
Conſtitution and the Souls of Men, I ſhall 
not think my Labour loft, on which Side 
ſever they determine. 1 

I beſeech his Lordſhip to obſerve his own 
avowed Principle of not toy e t to 
ent to, or Diſſent from any thing, becauſe this or 
that Man ſaid it; and accordingly not to 
make any Enquiry after the Anthor of this 


ſhore, Treatiſe, 1 ſhall inform him as N 
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is" convenient for him to know *of h 
namely, That he is one who is not i 
of his Lordſhip i in his Prayers; and moſt ea 
neſtly intreats, that he would join with 
in this Petition to Almighty God, That Wig 
would lay Each of us open to our Selug 
That he would give us a timely Convicti 
of thoſe Miſtakes and Errors we cannot 
fend; and Humility to acknowledge  thall 
Truths before which we are not able co SA 
That He would teconcile us in Love to oil 
another 1 in this World ; But that if any 
mains of uncotiquer'd Paſſion or Infirmil 
ſhall deprive us of the Exerciſe of qur Ch 
ſtian Charity in this Inſtance, We mal 
however, thro the Mercy of God, come heiß 
after to Greet one another in that Pla 
where it will be the greateſt Enhancemg 
of dur Happineſs, that our Hearts will he Fi 
ſible to one another, and our Converſatſ 
ſhall not have the leaſt Interruption from 
e Sulpicion and Je calouſies,.. | "i 
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Pope 18,-f0r-Niehy read Nice,, 
* 34. for Courehed read Conchedy/- 51 
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